


MEDICA

The student association for Biomedical
Sciences and Medicine students in Leuven!




Dear students,

Welcome to Leuven!

Soon, you will begin your journey in Biomedical Sciences or Medicine at KU
Leuven. This marks the start of an exciting new chapter filled with challenges,
unforgettable experiences, and countless opportunities. Of course, you will also
become very familiar with our beautiful Gasthuisberg campus. And as an added
bonus, all those bike rides up the hill will probably leave you with some
impressively strong legs!

If you are eagerly counting down the days until the start of the academic year, or
perhaps feeling a litle nervous, do not worry. Medica is here for you!

What is Medica? Medica is the student association for and by students of
Biomedical Sciences and Medicine. Behind the scenes, an enthusiastic team of
students works hard every day to make your university experience as enjoyable
and rewarding as possible. We actively represent students and support you
academically, for example we provide services such as course materials and study-
related assistance.

At the same time, university life is about much more than studying. Throughout the
year, Medica organizes a wide range of activities, from lively parties and our
annual gala to cultural events, sports competitions, and much more. Whatever your
interests may be, there is something for everyone.

Allow me to briefly infroduce myself. My name is Jakobien, and | am currently
studying Biomedical Sciences. This will be my third year as a member of the
Medica presidium, and | am honored to serve as Praeses for the 2026-2027

academic year.

As Praeses, | represent Medica both within and outside the student community and
help oversee the daily functioning of our association. Together with the entire
presidium, | am looking forward to meeting all of you and making this an
unforgettable year. Enjoy the last weeks of your summer break, and hopefully I will
see you soon on campus, at one of our events, or simply at Doc's Bar.

See you soon!
Jakobien De Dooy Praeses 2026-2027
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Hi everyone

We are “Team Onthaal”, which loosely translates to “Team Welcoming”. We are
a team of Medica’s praesidium and our job is to create a warm welcom for all
new students at our faculty here in Leuven. That includes all the Belgian first-

years in Medicine and Biomedical sciences, but of course also you guys: the
international students.

We are here for you to help you experience the best version of student life in
Leuven. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact us! As you
probably know, we have a whatsapp community for all of our international
students. This is the place to be if you have any questions or if you want to
share something with all international Biomedical Sciences and/or Medicine
students.

A lot of activities organised by Medica are focused on our Flemish students,
BUT that does not mean that you as an international student are not welcome!
The opposite even! Check out our agenda for this year with some of our
activities that are accessible for you! Plus, keep an eye on the whatsapp-chat,
since we will update you on interesting events for you this way. We would love
to see you there!

Apart from these activities, LOKO will also be organising lots of events for you.
Be sure to check those out as well!

We are so excited for the upcoming semester and we hope that you feel the
same way!
See you soon!

xoxo Team Onthaal
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. WHAT IS IT?

® o
Medica is the Leuven student association for
) ¢ | Medicine and Biomedical Sciences students at
° the Faculty of Medicine of KU Leuven.

We are a team of dedicated students who aim
to provide you with an unforgettable student
experience in various ways and on different

levels.
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« Auditoria: These are the lecture halls where most classes take place. They are
large spaces that can accommodate several hundred students.

. Smaller rooms: These rooms are also used for teaching but are intended for
smaller groups, such as tutorials or practice sessions (“oefenzittingen”).

. ALO Tower: Located at Gasthuisberg, this tower serves multiple purposes. The
library, called Désiré Collen, is on level 4 (ground level). On level 2, you'll find
Alma, the student restaurant, which offers sandwiches as well as affordable hot
meals. Study rooms are available on levels 5 and 7, and there is an ICTfoom
on level 6.










































